
“You do not know the day when your
Master is coming.”

As Jesus reminds us in today’s Gospel, we are invited to
stay awake and be ready for the coming of the Son of
Man. Advent is a sacred time to prepare our hearts—

living each day with watchfulness, hope, and a renewed
openness to God’s presence.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1–5
The prophet Isaiah shares a powerful vision of peace: all

nations streaming to the Lord’s holy mountain, where
God establishes a kingdom without violence, division, or

war.

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11–14
St Paul urges us to leave behind the works of darkness
and to live as children of the light — choosing honesty,

purity, and goodness as we walk in Christ.

GOSPEL: Matthew 24:37–44
Advent invites us to pause and reflect on the areas of our

lives that may need healing, renewal, or greater
openness to God. This kind of self-reflection can be

challenging, especially when it brings to mind past hurts,
failures, or experiences that have wounded our humanity.

But we take heart in the truth that Christ comes to us
with unconditional love. He knows our struggles, our

limitations, and our pain. He does not judge us by our
past, but stands ready to accompany us with His healing
grace. Our part is simply to welcome Him and allow His

love to transform us.
Healing takes time. Our human wounds do not disappear
overnight, and often we need the support of loved ones
or professional help. But at the deepest level, Advent

reminds us of a profound hope:
In Jesus Christ, humanity is being healed, restored, and

made whole through His infinite love.
May this holy season renew our hearts and fill us with

peace and hope.

Advent blessings to you all, and may you have a grace-
filled week.

Fr Felise Lemi, CSsR

MASS TIMES 
Sunday Masses: 8.30am & 10am 

Tuesday - Saturday: 9am
Tongan Mass: 

2  Saturday, 6pm nd

Samoan Divine Mercy Mass: 
Sunday 14th dec 2025, 12pm  

__________________________________________
SACRAMENTS & DEVOTIONS

Exposition: Saturday 8am 
Confession: Saturdays after 9am or by
appointment
Anointing of the Sick: 1  Saturday, 9am st

Sacramental Programme 
Coordinator: Mariah Mulipola

Children’s Liturgy: Sundays at 8.30am & 10am in
the hall 

Coordinator: Talai Taumaoe
Altar servers:

Coordinator: Hendrix Taisau 
__________________________________________
COMMUNITY & PRAYER GROUPS MEETINGS

Youth Fellowship - Friday night 6.30pm in the
hall 
Samoan Sunday School - Sunday after 10am
Mass in the Hall 
Tongan ECL - Saturday 6pm in the hall/church. 
Tongan Rosary - Mondays at 6pm in the church 
Samoan Legion of Mary - Fridays after 9am Mass
in the Faith Room. 
Samoan Divine Mercy - Saturday 1pm in the
church
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DAILY MASS READINGS — 1ST WEEK OF ADVENT (YEAR C)
A SEASON OF HOPE • WAITING • RENEWAL

MONDAY – 1 DECEMBER 2025
THEME: WALKING IN THE LIGHT
Choosing God’s ways over darkness and beginning
Advent with renewed purpose.
1ST READING: ISAIAH 2:1–5
PSALM: PSALM 122:1–9
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 8:5–11

TUESDAY – 2 DECEMBER 2025
THEME: GOD HEALS AND RESTORES
Jesus brings healing and hope to all who trust in Him.
1ST READING: ISAIAH 11:1–10
PSALM: PSALM 72:1–2, 7–8, 12–13, 17
GOSPEL: LUKE 10:21–24

WEDNESDAY – 3 DECEMBER 2025
ST FRANCIS XAVIER — MEMORIAL
THEME: MISSIONARY FAITH
A call to share the Gospel boldly, just as St Francis Xavier
did.
1ST READING: ISAIAH 25:6–10
PSALM: PSALM 23:1–6
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 15:29–37

THURSDAY – 4 DECEMBER 2025
THEME: BUILDING ON THE ROCK
True discipleship means listening to Jesus and living His
words.
1ST READING: ISAIAH 26:1–6
PSALM: PSALM 118:1, 8–9, 19–21, 25–27
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 7:21, 24–27

FRIDAY – 5 DECEMBER 2025
THEME: GOD HOLDS US CLOSE
Even in uncertainty, God promises protection and
compassion.
1ST READING: ISAIAH 29:17–24
PSALM: PSALM 27:1, 4, 13–14
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 9:27–31

SATURDAY – 6 DECEMBER 2025
THEME: COMPASSION MOVES JESUS’ HEART
Jesus sees our struggles and responds with mercy and
love.
1ST READING: ISAIAH 30:19–21, 23–26
PSALM: PSALM 147:1–6

Gospel: Matthew 9:35—10:1, 5–8
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CELEBRATION MASS | SUNDAY 7TH DECEMBER 4:30PM AT ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL: CELEBRATE A
FANTASTIC YEAR OF YOUTH MINISTRY AT OUR END-OF-YEAR CELEBRATION MASS! THIS SPECIAL EVENT

MARKS THE END OF OUR YEAR-LONG JOURNEY WITH THE YOUNG LEADERS OF THE DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND.
WE ARE EXCITED TO CELEBRATE THE MANY WAYS THEY HAVE SERVED IN 2025.

At this mass, we are excited to present the Tu Kahikatea Awards. These awards recognize young people who have made an
outstanding contribution in the Diocese. Bishop Steve Lowe will celebrate the mass, present the Awards, and give a special
blessing to all our youth and young adult ministry leaders. Young leaders, make sure you don’t miss it! All are welcome at

this celebration! Bring your whānau, your friends, and your wider faith community as we mark the conclusion of an amazing
year of ministry.

ST MICHAEL’S PARISH ADVENT RETREAT 2025: 
This one-day retreat offers us the opportunity to enrich our journey through Advent; deepening our understanding and exploring

the mysteries of this sacred season with an emphasis on the themes of hope & faith, peace, joy & love.
When: Saturday 29 November 9:00am – 2:15pm. Where: St Mary MacKillop Hall (St Michael’s School Hall) Morning tea and a light

lunch is provided. Koha appreciated.

Æ Prayer for the First Sunday of Advent
Loving God,

 As we begin this season of Advent, awaken our hearts to Your presence.
 Fill us with hope, strengthen our faith, and guide us to walk in Your light.

 Help us to prepare a place for Jesus in our homes, our parish, and our lives.
 May this first candle remind us that Your love shines in every darkness.

Come, Lord Jesus, and make our hearts ready for You. Amen.

For more details about our parish life — including Mass times, notices, sacramental programmes, and upcoming
events — please visit our parish website. You can also stay connected with what’s happening across our Diocese

by visiting the Auckland Catholic Diocese website for news, resources, and updates from Bishop Steve.

At Family Life Catholic Gifts, 
we have many lovely Christmas gifts as we begin the Advent Season and move closer to the birth of our Saviour.

We have a good variety of Nativities and other Christmas gifts. In addition, we have a great new selection of Bibles and Books for
both Children and Adults.

All proceeds from sales, support our life-saving work defending Life, Faith and Family.
Our last day of business for the year is 24  December,(9am-2pm).th

DECEMBER 2 WEBINAR – 50 Years of Proclaiming the Gospel: In December 1975, St Paul VI published his landmark
apostolic exhortation, Evangelii Nuntiandi. It identified evangelisation as the task of all Christian people, not just clergy and

religious, and noted that it required both word and authentic witness. Join Bishop John Adams of Palmerston North,
Catholic Enquiry Centre director Carly Mulqueen and Te Kupenga – Catholic Theological College director Dr John

Evangelista as they share their insights on the wisdom of the document and how it can be lived out in today's context. The
event is live at 7pm on Tuesday, December 2. Register at: https://bit.ly/december2webinar

Food For Faith for Advent 2025. Daily reflections for those seeking greater maturity of Christian Faith in
preparation for Christmas. Sign up to receive daily emails during Advent at www.foodforfaith.org.nz.

SCRIPTURE FOCUS THIS ADVENT: You are invited to prepare for Sunday Mass by reading and reflecting on the Scripture we will hear
that weekend. Marist priest Fr Frank Bird has for several years been helping people make those preparations through his Living the

Word project. As the name suggests, Living the Word is an invitation for Catholics and others to allow the Word of God to shape their
lives. You can download the resources, and access other rich content, at www.livingtheword.org.nz/pray
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LOOSE CASH $281.90

ENVELOPES $355.00

TOTAL $636.90

FOR FEEDBACK, COMPLAINTS, OR CONCERNS PLEASE CONTACT (09) 5286131 /0210782314 OR
EMAILOFFICE@GLENINNESCATHOLIC.ORG.NZ (STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL). YOU MAY ALSO CONTACT THE NATIONAL

OFFICE FOR PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS 0800114662 OR CALL THE POLICE 111.

8.30am 10.00am

welcomers Mata Laga’aia Sonny Haiosi 

ministers of the
word of God 

Agnes Topia 
MaryTina Talauati 

Anthony Fifita 
Evan Chi-Tar

Extraordinary 
ministers 

Taliilagi Tufuga 
Ponesi Maoe

Dean & Joy Ocampo

musicians Paul Keestra Jason Diack & team

ushers/collectors Soane Latu-Ponesi Maoe Paulo Tagaloa & team

church preparations Tongan Legion of Mary 

St Pius X Catholic School, Glen Innes 
103 Castledine Crescent, Glen Innes Auckland NZ

Principal: Mr Andrew Mailei  andrewm@saintpiusx.school.nz 
P: (09) 5287257    I      E: office@saintpiusx.school.nz    I     

W: www.saintpiusx.school.nz    Facebook page: St Pius X Catholic School

PLEASE HELP BRING CHRISTMAS CHEER TO FAMILIES IN
NEED FROM MONTE CECILIA HOUSING TRUST

This Christmas, Monte Cecilia is working to provide
Christmas packs for the families we support, and we need

your help. We are seeking donations of children's Christmas
presents (we prefer if you don’t wrap them as it enables our

parents to make choices for their children), and non-
perishable food items to create special packs that will bring
joy to families living in our housing this holiday season. If
you are able to contribute, your donation will go directly to

making Christmas a brighter time for families in need.
Donations can be dropped off at our main office (30

Windrush Close, Mangere) during office hours (Monday to
Thursday, 9am to 5pm, and on Fridays from 9am to 4pm).
We welcome your support in any way you can give. If you

wish to support us, please deliver your donation by Thursday
5 December.

sunday 23rd november 2025 collection

(not including Aps and Special Collections)
Planned giving - bank account details: RC Bishop of Auckland Glen Innes Parish

A/c Number: 02-0108-0707745-000 
(your name or pledge# as reference) 

Application forms are available in the church foyer
or see Parish Office. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!!! gOD BLESS!!! 

sunday 7  december 2025 - second sunday of advent  th

If you are unable to fulfil your duty, please arrange with another minister or contact
Penelope Maoe / Niulagi Taisau or the Parish Office spxcatholicparish 1956@gmail.com

Pilgrim of hope prayer
“Father in heaven, may the faith you

have given us, in your son, Jesus Christ,
our brother, and the flame of charity
enkindled in our hearts by the Holy

Spirit, reawaken in us the blessed hope,
for the coming of your Kingdom. 
May your grace transform us, into

tireless cultivators of the seeds of the
Gospel.

May those seeds transform from within
both humanity and the whole cosmos,

in the sure expectation of a new heaven
and a new earth, when,

with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally. 

May the grace of the Jubilee, reawaken
in us, Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for

the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread the joy

and peace of our Redeemer,
throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed, be
glory and praise for ever.  Amen..”
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